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On May 1, an estimated 10,000 members of the Mam, Canjobaj, Chuj, Jacalteca, Cakchiquel and
Tzutuhil tribes arrived in Guatemala City after an eight-day, 267 km. trek. Protesters demanded
that the government dismantle the Civil Patrols (PACs) in Huehuetenango department. The
PACs, created in 1982 during regime of Gen. Efrain Rios Montt, have been repeatedly accused of
repression and human rights abuses against the rural indigenous population. The march, which
began on April 24, was organized by the Campesino Unity Committee (CUC). In statements to
reporters, CUC leader Rosario Pu Gomez called for an end to forced military recruitment, the
return of refugees living in southern Mexico, and social reintegration of 16,000 residents of the
Communities of Populations in Resistance (CPR) in El Quiche department. She also demanded
that the government carry out land reform, revoke the recently implemented 7% valued added tax
(IVA), raise agricultural workers' wages, and guarantee the right to organize. Other CUC members,
who requested anonymity, told reporters that during the course of the march, several young men
participants were forcibly recruited by armed forces personnel. In addition, they said, armed forces
personnel and PAC members attempted to intimidate and threaten the marchers. On May 6, CUC
spokesperson Juan Mendoza reported that during a meeting with President Jorge Serrano, the
president promised to establish a commission to investigate denunciations of human rights abuses
in the countryside. (Basic data from Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 05/01/92; Notimex, 05/03/92; Agence France- Presse, 05/06/92)
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